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accordingly do their best to justify him in the eyes of
your Majesty, failing to realise that he has always been
a traitor at heart. His is the will, if not the power, to
rebel. His army is composed of corrupt and useless
creatures quite devoid of any military knowledge or
instincts, while his troops are ever on the verge of
mutiny, because they are always defrauded of their
pay. They are quite deficient in esprit de corps, and
the small foreign forces lately organised at Tientsin
would more than suffice to overcome Li Hung-chang
and all his host. The truth of these statements can
easily be verified. Long ago, if he had had the power,
he would surely have rebelled ; but as he cannot do
so, he contents himself with bullying your Majesty
and disregarding your Imperial decrees* He totally
ignores the existence of the Empress Dowager and
of your Majesty, a fact which may be inferred from his
daring to insult your intelligence with his mysterious
powers of conferring invisibility.

" I am covered with shame and amazement*
My only hope is that the Throne will now display
the majesty of its wrath, and, after disclosing Li
Hung-chang's treason to all men, will put this traitor
to death. By this means our troops would at once be
inspired to valour, and the c dwarf bandits' would be
completely annihilated. At the same time, I would
ask you to be so good as to behead me also, as a
fitting punishment for this plain speaking. Your
Majesty's Imperial ancestors are present in the spirit,
and they bear me witness. I am quite easy in my
mind as to the issue, and I therefore expose the
innermost thoughts of my heart and lay them before
your Majesty, anxiously begging for your Imperial
decision/*

The reference to her Chief Eunuch's responsibility
for the causes of China's defeat was a weapon oft
wielded by the Progressives and the Cantonese party